
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

20mph speed limit proposal

What is the aim of the scheme? 

The aim of the 20mph proposal is to improve air quality and reduce the risk and
severity of accidents. This would provide a safer environment for all road users
and would make it easier for people to walk and cycle in the area if they wish to.

Are you planning to roll out a 20mph speed limit throughout Sutton borough?

No, proposed 20mph schemes are local ones which have been designed following
feedback from local residents.

Are there any maps or websites where I could see all the roads affected?

The Council agreed the provisional programme of the proposed 20mph speed limits
at the Environment & Sustainable Transport Committee on 12 October 2023. The
plan also includes showing the existing roads that are 20mph and includes areas
that are currently proposed to be 20mph as of September 2023.

How have these areas/roads been selected?

This proposal has been developed following feedback from significant numbers
of residents and discussions with ward councillors.

What will happen if traffic (and speeds) increase on other roads?

Once a scheme has been implemented, it will be monitored by access to any
feedback received from residents, along with undertaking traffic counts to check the
speed and volume of traffic.

How will I know when I am on a road with a 20mph speed limit? 

Large 20mph signs mark the entrance and exit of a 20mph area where the speed
limit changes. Along the road there will also be smaller repeater signs and 20
painted on the road showing the 20mph speed limit. The signage requirements are
set out in the Traffic Signs Regulations and General Directions.

How does driving at 20mph improve road safety?

Research from the Department for Transport shows that even a 1mph reduction
resulted in 6% less collisions.

Data in the document also shows that where speed limits have been imposed there
are fewer accidents and a reduction in the severity of injuries. Comparison of before
and after accident data for 72 schemes showed that the average annual accident
frequency fell by 60%, and child pedestrian and cyclist accidents fell by 70% and
48% respectively.

Transport for London (TfL) data shows that when a pedestrian is involved in an
accident, the risk of fatal injury to pedestrians struck by vehicles is lower the slower
the vehicle is travelling. A pedestrian hit by a vehicle at 20mph is around five times
less likely to be killed than at 30mph.

https://moderngov.sutton.gov.uk/documents/s86095/EST%20Highway%20and%20Traffic%20Scheme%20Appendix%20C%20Sutton%2020mph%20Zones%20Speed%20Limits.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5c865044e5274a2a5d70cd61/technical-appendix-6-20mph-safety-analysis-report.pdf
https://tfl.gov.uk/info-for/media/press-releases/2023/february/new-data-shows-significant-improvements-in-road-safety-in-london-since-introduction-of-20mph-speed-limits


In addition, there is less chance of road traffic accidents as a car stopping distance is
reduced from 23 metres (driving at 30mph) compared to 12 metres (driving at
20mph).

How is the scheme being funded? 

The scheme is funded by Transport for London (TfL). Funding is available to all
London councils via the Local Implementation Plan programme to carry out road
safety improvements and therefore it is not funded from council tax revenue.

Is the scheme being used to generate income and discriminate against certain
drivers?

Neither Sutton council nor the Metropolitan police will generate any revenue from
this scheme. The police are legally able to enforce speed limits and revenue from
fines goes direct to the Central Government.

Who will enforce the new speed limit? 

The Metropolitan Police is responsible for enforcing speed limits in London.

Will the scheme reduce traffic speeds? 

Many studies of similar schemes, such as the Atkins report for the Department for
Transport in November 2018, have shown a reduction in speeds and we believe that
a similar impact would occur in this area. As more areas change to 20mph, this will
bring a change in drivers behaviour where it becomes socially unacceptable to drive
above the 20mph speed limit.

Will the proposal increase pollution, congestion, delays and increase journey
time? 

Journey times may increase slightly, but this can be balanced against the improved
traffic flow: reducing the speed limit makes traffic speed more consistent by
distributing traffic more evenly across our roads and by reducing the amount of
acceleration required to reach the maximum speed.

Reduced congestion, through more even traffic distribution, means lower
concentrations of air pollution on affected roads. Reduced acceleration means lower
fuel consumption and therefore lower emissions. And reduced braking means a drop
in non-exhaust emissions (the wearing down of tyre, brake and road surface).

Will you be monitoring traffic and air pollution in and around the area and will
the results be published?

We will be monitoring the traffic speeds and volume in the area and the results will
be available upon request. We do not routinely put out air quality monitoring
equipment for each traffic scheme.
Will the scheme cause rat-running into unsuitable roads? 

There is no evidence to suggest drivers will divert to other roads in the area that are
30 mph especially as the 20mph schemes we are introducing are mainly area based.

Is the proposal designed to stop rat-running of traffic?

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5c865044e5274a2a5d70cd61/technical-appendix-6-20mph-safety-analysis-report.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5c865044e5274a2a5d70cd61/technical-appendix-6-20mph-safety-analysis-report.pdf


The scheme is not designed to stop rat-running traffic. It is simply providing a lower
consistent speed limit to improve safety for all road users.

Will the scheme increase the risk for pedestrians as they perceive it safe to
cross?

No: the lower the speed, the safer the street. It is easier to cross a road safely with a
20mph speed limit than a 30mph speed limit road.

Will there be more signage in my street? 

To make the 20mph speed limit enforceable, we need to install the necessary
signage and road markings. However, we have kept the installation of new posts to a
minimum by utilising existing posts and lamp columns where possible.

How long will it take to complete putting up road signs and will the limit be
enforceable before all signs have been put up?

Installing road signs and road markings for a 20mph speed limit will take a few days
to complete depending on the number of roads included in the scheme. The 20mph
speed limit will become enforceable once the traffic order has been made and
published and the signs and road markings are installed.

Why not apply 20mph speed limits to outside schools only? 

Introducing a 20mph default speed limit will make children safer from the moment
they leave home - it is designed to make streets safer for everyone. Having a speed
limit outside schools only will not encourage walking or cycling to school, as it would
only protect children near the school.

Why do 20mph speed limits need to apply 24 hours a day? 

While the majority of casualties happen during daylight hours, there are a significant
number of people injured at night, particularly in the autumn and winter months and
at weekends. It is also important that operating hours are clear to avoid any
confusion.

Will parking be affected by this proposal? 

The scheme will have no impact on parking in your area.


