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CONSULTATION ON OPTIONS FOR THE POSSIBLE ESTABLISHMENT OF ADDITIONAL
PROVISION AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF AN ADDITIONAL SITE AT SHERWOOD PARK
SPECIAL SCHOOL FROM SEPTEMBER 2015

We wish to consult with a wide range of interested parties including parents, carers and professionals
working in education and related sectors to find out their views on the proposals for the establishment
additional provision and the establishment of an additional site at Sherwood Park Special School
which are set out in this document. | am therefore pleased to let you have a copy of our consultation
document. A response form for you to use is attached as an Appendix.

Should you require any further copies of this document, they can be downloaded from the Council’s
website: www.sutton.gov.uk. The consultation page has a direct link from the home page.
Alternatively, please e-mail to senproposal@sutton.gov.uk with your request.

This consultation starts on Monday 6 January 2014 with the last date for responding to the
consultation being Friday 14 February 2014.

There will be an open public meeting held at the school. Details are set out on page 3 inside.

Your views are important to us and the Council wishes to hear from as many people as possible
during this consultation. | look forward to receiving your response.

Tolis Vouyioukas
Strategic Director of Children, Young People and Learning Directorate


http://www.sutton.gov.uk/
mailto:senproposal@sutton.gov.uk

1. INTRODUCTION

This consultation document explains the Local Authority’s proposals to establish additional provision
and the establishment of an additional site at Sherwood Park Special School from September 2015.
Your views are important to us, so please take the opportunity to express your opinion on the
proposals in this document.

2. TIMETABLE FOR CONSULTATION

DAY/DATE EVENT/KEY POINT

Start of public consultation on the possible establishment of additional

Monday 6 January 2014 provision and the establishment of an additional site.

End of 1% stage consultation on possible establishment of additional

Friday 14 February 2014 provision and the establishment of an additional site.

Children, Family and Education Committee — To consider consultation
responses and authorise the publication of Statutory Proposals proposing
to establish additional provision and an additional site.

Thursday 13 March 2014

Thursday 24 April to

Publicati f P Is with a R ion Peri f
Thursday 5 June 2014 ublication of Statutory Proposals with a Representation Period of 6

weeks during which comments or objections can be made.

Thursday xx July 2014 Children, Family and Education Committee — Final decision
(TBC) (determination) of Statutory Proposals.

Formal establishment of additional provision and the establishment of an

September 2015 additional site.

3. THE CONSULTATION PROCESS

Publication of this document marks the beginning of the consultation process to establish
establishment of additional provision and the establishment of an additional site Sherwood Park
Special School. This document will be made widely available and circulated to all schools and to
other statutory consultees. It will also be available via the Council’s website www.sutton.gov.uk

The public consultation period will end at 5pm on Friday 14 February 2014. If you wish to express
any views or comments on the proposals, please let us have your response by no later than the
above time and date. All views and responses will be carefully considered before any further
decisions on the proposals are made.

There will be a public consultation meeting arranged to look at the possible establishment of
additional provision and the establishment of an additional site. The meeting will be open to all

parents, along with members of the public who are interested in finding out more about the proposals.

AT THE SCHOOL

27 January 2014  Sherwood Park Special School 5.00 pm at the School
AT LOCAL AREA COMMITTEES
21 January 2014  Carshalton and Clockhouse. 7.30 pm Beeches Baptist Church


http://www.sutton.gov.uk/

Following the end of this period of public consultation, a report will be submitted to the Council’s
Children, Family and Education Committee (CFEC) at its 13 March 2014 meeting detailing responses
received and any issues raised during the consultation period. The CFEC will consider these
responses before deciding whether to take the proposals forward through the publication of Statutory
Proposals which are formal, legal documents which set out the exact details of the change that is
being proposed. Following the publication of the Statutory Proposals, there will be a six week
Representation Period during which comments and objections can be made on the proposals

Views expressed in the Representation Period will be considered before a final decision is made. This
final decision is likely to be taken during the summer 2014 term.

If a final decision cannot be made at that time, then the proposals will be referred to a third party, the
Office of the Schools Adjudicator, which will decide them. There is also some scope for certain
interested parties, for example, the governing body of the school to which the proposal relates, to
appeal to the Schools Adjudicator following the determination of the Statutory Notice if they disagree
with the decision.

4. EXPRESSING YOUR VIEWS
You can respond to this consultation in the following ways:

e Complete the attached response form and return it via post to Pupil Based Commissioning
(Stonecourt), London Borough of Sutton, FREEPOST CN2117, Stonecourt, Civic Offices, St
Nicholas Way, Sutton SM1 1BR.

e Email Sutton Council at: senproposal@sutton.gov.uk

e Complete the response form on Sutton’s website www.sutton.gov.uk. Search on Consultation —
SEN Proposals Sherwood Park Special School.

e Fax your response to Sutton Council on 020 8770 6564.



mailto:senproposal@sutton.gov.uk
http://www.sutton.gov.uk/

5. BACKGROUND

Sherwood Park Special School caters for a wide range of pupils from 3 -19 with needs ranging from
severe learning difficulties (SLD) through to profound & multiple learning difficulties (PMLD). In
addition some pupils have autistic spectrum disorder (ASD). The complexity of pupils needs
continues to increase as does the number of such pupils. The incidence of children PMLD and with
severe ASD has increased sharply in Sutton. For children with PMLD, in particular, this is due not
only to the increase in population but also to improved medical technology and increased survival
rates along with the ability to make earlier and more accurate diagnoses. There is therefore strong
evidence that the number of children with SLD/ severe ASD (which is often coupled with challenging
behaviour) will continue to rise significantly over the foreseeable future. The population under
consideration therefore requires intensive, specialist support in a special school environment.

In recent years Sutton has developed a range of specialist provision for ASD children at the primary
age range, including the Opportunity Bases at Foresters Primary, Green Wrythe Primary and Bandon
Hill Primary along with specialist provision at Carew Manor. Currently there is secondary specialist
provision at Carew Manor, Glenthorne High and Stanley Park High. There is, however, still a major
shortfall at secondary level and therefore the new provision caters for the 11 to 19 age range which
this proposal would address. The expansion to provide places for SLD/severe ASD pupils of
secondary age on the new site should also have the effect of increasing the School’s capacity to
accommodate PMLD pupils on the current site.

Up until now, the Authority has been obliged to seek placements elsewhere which are a major call on
the budget and which also involve travel and separation for the children and their families. The total
out-borough SEN placement and transport expenditure currently exceeds £10m annually. Currently a
total of more than 50 children and young people covering both the primary and secondary age ranges
with SLD/severe ASD/challenging behaviours are placed out-borough at a cost of almost £3m
(excluding transport). This number is set to rise considerably in future years if no action is taken to
increase the Council’s capacity to meets the needs of these students in-borough.

Placing pupils out of Borough goes against the Council’s policy of educating young people in their
local community. This is particularly pertinent to students with severe learning difficulties, for whom a
significant portion of the post-16 curriculum relates to the development of their personal
independence skills. It benefits them to undertake travel training, attend work experience and learn to
use other facilities in the community in which they will be living. Local placement also facilitates links
with Carshalton College of Further Education and Orchard Hill College, which they may attend after
leaving school.

Therefore the development of in-borough specialist provision for secondary aged children would
enable increasing demand to be met. It is anticipated that demand coming through will lead to a
significant number of secondary aged and post-16 students every year who could benefit
considerably from placement in such a facility where more effective integrated care packages more in
accordance with the requirements of forthcoming legislation could be drawn up and managed.
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As far as the funding and provision available to support children joining the Special School is
concerned, a package of capital funding will be drawn together including capital grant from DfE in
order to support the construction of new accommodation on the former Stanley Park High School site.
Revenue funding will added to the school’s delegated budget and will be calculated according to the
identified needs of the pupils attending the School. There will also be appropriate revenue funding for
the necessary support for identified SENs and other needs for the students involved.

6. THE PROPOSAL

The proposal is initially to provide 40 (but ultimately up to 80) additional places for secondary aged
and post-16 students with SLD/severe ASD and associated challenging behaviours in order to meet
the needs of the Borough’s SLD/severe ASD population. In order to achieve this enlargement, it is
proposed to establish an additional site for Sherwood Park Special School on the site of the former
Stanley Park High School (SPHS) from September 2015, subsequently building up in numbers as
successive intakes of students join the School.

The proposal takes the opportunity to use an area of the former SPHS site which will become an
additional site under the management of Sherwood Park Special School. This is a realistic proposition
as the two sites would be within 1.5 miles of each other. The School has sufficient management
capacity and professional expertise coupled with a track record of providing high quality provision for
its pupils to manage the expansion well.

The School’s October 2011 and October 2013 Ofsted inspections indicated “Good” for overall
effectiveness. The October 2013 Ofsted inspection which graded the school as “Good” in all areas
stated “pupils make good progress so that by the time they leave, they are well prepared for the next
phase of their lives and education”.

The Local Authority has a duty under the Education Act 1996 to secure special educational provision
for pupils with special educational needs and to keep that provision under review. When proposing
any reorganization of SEN provision, Local Authorities are required to apply the ‘SEN Improvement
Test’, i.e. to demonstrate that the proposed alternative arrangements are likely to lead to
improvements in the standard, quality and/or range of educational provision for children with special
educational needs.

While aspects of the proposed changes which should be viewed from the perspective of the SEN
Improvement Test have already been covered in the background information, one additional factor is
the overall safety and well-being of the pupils. There will be a division in the potential intake of the
School between those pupils who have profound and multiple learning difficulties, who are physically
vulnerable, and those who have Severe Learning Difficulties and ASD, which can result in challenging
behaviour. Having two sites would enable these two groups to be separated so that the vulnerable
pupils are safe and those with challenging behavior will have specialist staff, knowledgeable in ASD



and in how to contain, de-escalate and develop strategies to reduce the incidence of challenging
behaviour.

Lack of local provision can also result in these pupils having long daily journeys to out-of-borough
provision. This results in them having to get up very early to be ready when transport calls and often
leading to them being tired in school and less able to benefit from all that the School offers.



Specific Consultees
Copies of this consultation document and the summary have been made available to the following:

Parents/Carers, Staff and Governors of Sherwood Park Special School.
Parents/Carers, Staff, Chairs of Governors of all other nursery and primary schools in Sutton.
Headteachers and Chairs of Governors of all secondary schools in Sutton.
Headteachers of all special schools in Sutton.

Headteachers/Teachers in Charge of Pupil Referral Units in Sutton.

Children’s Centres.

Principal of SCOLA.

Principal of Orchard Hill College.

Principal of Carshalton College of Further Education.

All elected members (councillors) of the London Borough of Sutton.

Chairs of all Sutton Local Committees.

Directors of Children’s Services of neighbouring Local Authorities (Merton, Croydon, Richmond,
Kingston and Surrey).

MPs and MEPs.

Local Dioceses — Church of England and Roman Catholic.

Chair of the Sutton Schools Forum.

Chair of the Sutton Admissions Forum.

Chair of the Sutton Primary Headteachers Group.

Chair of the Sutton Secondary Headteachers Group.

All Strategic Directors (London Borough of Sutton).

All Executive Heads of Service (London Borough of Sutton).

Secretaries of relevant Trades Unions and Teachers Professional Associations
Sutton Racial Equality Council.

Chair of Early Outcomes and Extended Services Partnership.

Chair of Sutton Voluntary Sector Forum (Children and Families).

Chief Executive, Sutton and Merton Primary Care Trust.

Metropolitan Police — Area Commander, Sutton.

Early Years and PVI settings.

GPs.

Young Advisors Faith and Belief Forum.



APPENDIX

Response Form: Sherwood Park Special School — Establishment of additional provision for
children with severe Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD) and the establishment of an additional site

Do you support the proposals in relation to Sherwood Park Special School?

YES NO NOT SURE

Please use the space provided below to add any comments or views on the proposal.

For monitoring purposes, please could you provide the following details:-

Capacity in which responding:

Parent/Carer

Pupll

Headteacher

Member of School Staff

Governor

Other

School or organisation you represent, if any:

| am: Male Female

My ethnic origin is:

White (British or Irish) White British
Black (Caribbean) White (other)
Black (Other) Black (African)
Bangladeshi Indian




Chinese Pakastani

Mixed (White & Black Caribbean) Asian (Other)

Mixed (White & Asian) Mixed (White & Black African)

Other (please state)

My post code is:

Please complete the attached response form and return it:

e By post to Primary Consultation, Pupil Based Commissioning CYPLD, London Borough of Sutton,
FREEPOST CN2117, Stonecourt, Civic Offices, St Nicholas Way, Sutton, SM1 1BR

e By e-mail to Sutton Council at: senproposal@sutton.gov.uk By completing the response form on-line
on Sutton’s website www.sutton.gov.uk. Search on Consultation — SEN Proposals Sherwood Park
Special School.

e By fax to Sutton Council on 020 8770 6564

The last date for responding to the consultation is Friday 14 February 2014

Thank you for taking the time to complete the response
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If you, or someone you know, need a translation of any part of this document please
tick the box for the language required and complete the form below. Telephone

020 8770 5000 for more information.

Nése ju ose dikush gé njihni ka nevojé pér njé pérkthim té& ndonjé pjese

té kétij dokumenti, ju lutemi shénoni me v kutiné pér gjuhén e kérkuar dhe
plotésoni formularin e méposhtém. Pér mé tepér informacion telefononi
numrin 020 8770 5000.

O s 3oy Aam 0 0 Aadoe cdd el AT adnd ezl cag 1)
A gllaall Sl A aiadl ABAN 35 LA auin g oo b <A R0 534
Ore o2z hall | = gamall el e g ek 3 lan il (Sl 4

020 R770 SO00 afy ailglly oo™l o 3 hila plaall

g ST, S PR #1f5S T (@, GR wleraibel (P SReRE S TP &, ORE &
TR S0 TP 1R T 10 41fet 96 < 5% el o e Fatfls st e | G I et
w2 91 R4 &6 020 8770 50007 e el |

oL A, AAAL dN ARl Sld ddl A6 A 2 Rl A1 UL GULAL dRHIL 73R €l o),
gL 530 A eumiel ellgsuni Reusll 530 27 A Sy 530 aeu wRdl 2020 8770
5000 GuR £l- 520,

gfe 3muenl, A1 (el iR ®I RT3y STl &, 59 SIS & Rl 9T &l 3rare ARy
HUT RS WINT &b FoRT H GL BT PRI R <A QU g ®rH &l wR | sifern
SR & fIT 020 8770 5000 TR CellhIs BN |

ANERAR B R R N\ R B S M AT BRE  SRAERTRRIVRR S BT
oo AfEER THIER, BEERIE % EREEE 020 8770 5000,

6B L i Y eI s pSE 7L 20§ Lol vz s, Z_;T.LJ.;T/!
/11,4020 8770 5000 VL Ly - JHstS bz it Gt

Many publications can be downloaded directly from our website:
www.sutton.gov.uk. Click on the “accessibility” button to visit our
website designed for those with a visual impairment. Otherwise if
you need any of the information in this document in large print,
braille, or audiotape please tick the box and complete the form.

Albanian

Arabic

Bengali

Gujarati

Hindi

Chinese

Urdu

London Borough of Sutton
[T 4 oo msanamnim st mumon s cs ot FREEPOST CN2117
PRI s v v imnmms vas s o is Civic Offices St Nicholas Way

Telephone no.................

Please return this form to:
SEN Proposal Consultation CYPLS

Sutton SM1 1BR




