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CONSULTATION ON OPTIONS FOR THE POSSIBLE EXPANSION OF PRIMARY SCHOOLS FROM SEPTEMBER 2012
As you may be aware, there is a rising demand for primary school places in the Borough which is likely to continue for the foreseeable future. We are therefore planning to increase the number of primary school places to meet this demand. These places should come into operation for September 2012. We believe that through expansion of a number of schools we will be able to ensure that every Sutton child requiring a school place will get one.

We are now consulting with a wide range of interested parties, including parents, carers and professionals working in education and related sectors, to find out their views on the suggestions for the expansion of primary schools set out in this document. 

I am pleased to let you have a copy of our summary consultation document and should you wish for more information there is also a detailed consultation document on the Council’s website www.sutton.gov.uk. 
Should you require any further copies of either document, they can be downloaded from the Council’s website: www.sutton.gov.uk.  The consultation page has a direct link from the home page.  Alternatively, please e-mail  primaryexpansion@sutton.gov.uk  with your request.

The last date for responding to the consultation is 30 June 2011.
There will be a series of open public meetings held at each of the schools which are the subject of this consultation. 
Your views are important to us and the Council wishes to hear from as many people as possible during this consultation. I look forward to receiving your response.

Dr Peter Simpson & Stephen Richards
Joint Strategic Director of Children, Young People & Learning Services
1.
THE PROPOSALS

Schools proposed for expansion in 2012
During the last few months, discussions have occurred with the governors of 5 schools where it was felt there was a potential for expansion by 1 Form of Entry (FE) i.e. an increase in the Pupil Admission Number of 30 and feasibility studies were commissioned to that end.  Developments have been reported to a number of consultative groups, including the Admissions Forum, the Asset Management Planning Group and the Schools Forum.
Consultations:
The Council’s Executive, at its meeting on the 3 May 2011, authorised consultation on the expansion of the following schools for September 2012:
	Mon 23 May
	All Saints Benhilton C of E Primary School

(35 to 60 places at Year Reception (YR) per year)
	7pm at the school

	Tue 24 May
	Cheam Common Infants and Cheam Common Juniors (90 to 120 places at YR per year)
	7pm at the infant school

	Wed 25 May
	Brookfield Primary School (30 to 60 places at YR per year)
	7pm at the school

	Tue 7 June
	Federation of St Elphege’s Catholic schools Infants/Juniors (60 to 90 places at YR per year)
	7pm at the school

	Thu 9 June
	All Saints’ Carshalton C of E Primary School

(35 to 60 places at YR per year)
	7pm at the school


This is the first step in the consultation process and following the end of this consultation period (30June 2011) a report will be submitted to the Council’s Executive at its September 2011 meeting, detailing responses received and any issues raised during the consultation period. The Council’s Executive will consider these responses before deciding whether to take the proposals forward through the publication of Statutory Notices and a further 4 week statutory consultation period.

Why these schools?

The schools listed above have been identified on the basis that:

· they can be expanded (able to accept more pupils i.e. create additional accommodation on site);
· they are located where there is need;
· they are good schools and have the capacity to manage an increase in size 

· the school is able to manage the expansion; 
· the expansion should provide good value for money. 
Faith schools are being considered for expansion this year which will help keep the balance and diversity of pupil places in the borough.  Formal approval has been received from the school governors and the diocese where it is felt that there is a potential for expansion by 1 FE.

Where the schools are either Church of England or Catholic, the statutory consultation process will be through the Voluntary Aided Governing Body with the support of the local authority. The church schools and the two community schools consultation processes will be coordinated and taken forward together in partnership. This will enable a clear understanding and overview of the expansion proposals for September 2012.

The Future?

We will look at future needs based on pupil numbers and projected pupil numbers.  We will consider whether the accommodation should be permanent or temporary; for general teaching only, or offer a range of accommodation including studio spaces, office accommodation and hall space.

The proposal to expand these 5 schools will be funded from government grant. 
Specific Consultees

We will consult a range of interested parties and as a local resident we would welcome your views.  
                                                                                                              APPENDIX 1
 Response Form:  Primary School Expansion Programme 

	Which school is closest to your home?

	Do you support the proposal to expand the following schools?

	
	YES
	NO
	NOT SURE

	All Saints Benhilton C of E Primary
	
	
	

	All Saints Carshalton C of E Primary
	
	
	

	Brookfield Primary
	
	
	

	Cheam Common Infant School and Cheam Common Junior School
	
	
	

	St Elphege’s Catholic Infants School and St Elphege’s Catholic Junior School
	
	
	

	

	Please use the space provided below to add any comments or views on the proposed primary school expansions.


	For monitoring purposes, please could you provide the following details:

	Capacity in which responding:

	Parent/Carer
	
	

	Pupil
	
	

	Headteacher
	
	

	Member of School Staff
	
	

	Governor
	
	

	Other
	
	

	School or organisation you represent, if any:

	I am:
	Male
	Female

	My ethnic origin is:

	White (British or Irish)
	
	White British
	

	Black (Caribbean)
	
	White (other)
	

	Black (Other)
	
	Black (African)
	

	Bangladeshi
	
	Indian
	

	Chinese
	
	Pakastani
	

	Mixed (White & Black Caribbean)
	
	Asian (Other)
	

	Mixed (White & Asian)
	
	Mixed (White & Black African)
	

	Other (please state)
	
	

	My post code is:

	Please complete the attached response form and return it:

· By post to Primary Consultation CYPLS, London Borough of Sutton, FREEPOST CN2117, Civic Offices, St Nicholas Way, Sutton, SM1 1BR
· By e-mail  to Sutton Council at: primaryexpansion@sutton.gov.uk 
· By completing the response form on-line on Sutton’s website www.sutton.gov.uk. Search on Consultation – Primary School Expansion Programme.

· By fax to Sutton Council on 020 8770 6564

	The last date for responding to the consultation is Thursday 30 June

	Thank you for taking the time to complete the response
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Please return this form to:


Primary Consultation CYPLS


London Borough of Sutton


FREEPOST CN2117


Civic Offices


St Nicholas Way


Sutton SM1 1BR
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