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Consultation Feedback

Children and Young People’s Plan 2010/11

Thank you for responding to the consultation on the Children and Young People’s Plan for 2010/11.  Here is the feedback following the consultation.

The first phase of consultation on the Children and Young People’s Plan which took place in February/March 2010 was based around some of the key challenges facing children and young people in Sutton today.  A set of questions were sent to a wide range of clubs and groups, including those working with children with disabilities, ethnic minorities, and looked after children.   We received responses from children, young people, parents and carers via a wide range of groups including: Sutton Carers Centre; Sutton Youth Parliament; Sutton Young Advisers; Sutton Ramp Events; MAPS (mentoring and peer support); Decision Busters; Home Start; and Parents’ Voice.

The Time Out Youth Project works with young people across the northern wards of the borough with a membership of over 75 young people, predominantly aged 13 to 19 years.  They commented on the issues in the consultation and a discussion wall was set up on Facebook in which 21 young people participated.
The Pupils Voice Conference, which took place in February 2010, was attended by over thirty pupils from ten of Sutton’s secondary schools, one of which was a special school, four were non-selective and five were selective schools.  The main theme of the conference was risky behaviours (sex and relationships; alcohol and drugs; and cyber issues).  Pupils also took part in a scenarios based workshop where the questions in the CYPP consultation were brought alive with true to life stories.   This was an important event in that it brought pupils from different schools together leading to a cross-fertilisation of ideas and a lively debate.

Sutton’s Young Advisors Network came into being early in 2010 and they have contributed ideas for the Children and Young People’s Plan, amongst other things.  The network aims to provide a platform for young people of secondary school age to become involved in issues that affect them locally. It seeks to raise awareness, involve them in the design and delivery of services, allow them to influence and give feedback on consultations, devise youth friendly documents and literature and work with adults to engage with young people.  They have two places on the Children’s Trust Board.  

Under the Youth4U – Young Inspectors programme, Jigsaw4u has been working with the council to recruit, train and support young people to investigate and assess local services and recommend improvements.  Inspections that have taken place to date include Sutton Police Station; the Leaving Care team; Sutton Youth Court; and Sutton Mencap.  The findings contained in the inspection reports have been taken into account, alongside the other feedback mentioned above, in the development of the plan.

All of the responses received in this first phase of consultation were written up for the Children’s Trust Board meeting in March 2010.  These along with the findings from the needs analysis were taken into consideration together with the results of recent surveys and other engagement activity including the Safer Neighbourhoods youth survey, a Youth Parliament report on sex and relationships education; an engagement event with young people in Sutton High Street; plus the MORI borough wide survey and TellUs survey.

From this engagement activity some clear messages came out which have been picked up in the six goals contained in the Plan:

· The views of children and young people in the care systems should be acted upon more - young people should know what will change or the reasons for not changing as a result of their feedback

· Put more emphasis on matching children and young people with a foster carer who can look after them on a long term basis – so as to reduce the number of moves a looked after child or young person has to make in their life

· Better support the transition from the care system to leaving care
· Young people want more affordable leisure and sports activities and better communication about what is available for them

· More universal services and activities open and accessible to children with disabilities

· Pull away from the typically stuffy teaching that is usually associated with sex and relationships education – and make contraception more readily available
· Provide further support for parents and families, particularly from the voluntary  and community sector, when issues get difficult to deal with alone and before they escalate

· In preparing young people for the world of work there should also be more of a focus on practical development, e.g. apprenticeships/work experience rather than tailoring class lessons just for those intending to go to university
· More support for children from poorer backgrounds to do better at school

· Tackle poor school attendance using discipline and incentives
The high volume of consultation responses and thoughtful suggestions arising from the exercise has been hugely encouraging for those involved in Sutton Children’s Trust.  Together with the findings of the needs analysis, the consultation responses have been instrumental in defining the priorities for the coming year, in the shape of the six strategic goals.

In the second phase of the consultation period, professionals contributed to the development of the action plan and target outcomes for children and young people that sit behind the six strategic goals.  We have endeavoured to reflect the key ideas we received in the plan, and these will also be reflected in the planning documents that sit beneath the Children and Young People’s Plan.  Moving forward, the Children’s Trust will be holding a Children and Young People’s Conference in autumn 2010 and the outcomes of this will feed into early discussions about how we develop the Children and Young People’s Plan for 2011/14.

The six goals in the Children and Young People’s Plan are:

1 – THINK FAMILY
Our goal is to improve outcomes for children and young people in vulnerable families experiencing social and economic disadvantage

2 - HIGH ASPIRATIONS

Our goal is for children and young people to lead healthy lives, to make positive choices and have high aspirations

3 - SAFEGUARDING

Our goal is to safeguard vulnerable children and young people by ensuring those who are at risk are identified and protected

4 – DISABLED CHILDREN

Our goal is for disabled children and those with learning difficulties and their families to lead fulfilled lives

5 – LOOKED AFTER CHILDREN

Our goal is to improve outcomes for children and young people in care and for care leavers

6 – SKILLS AND QUALIFICATIONS

Our goal is for young people to be suitably equipped with the skills and qualifications needed to gain appropriate employment and to have the confidence to succeed in life
The Children and Young People’s Plan 2010/11 was approved by the Council’s Executive on 7th June 2010 and the papers can be found on the website: http://www.sutton.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=452
For further information please contact candida.goulden@sutton.gov.uk
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